
PENTAGON GROUND RULES FOR PRESS-LRAQ WAR 2003  
 
4.  GROUND RULES. FOR THE SAFETY AND SECURITY OF U.S. FORCES AND 
EMBEDDED MEDIA, MEDIA WILL ADHERE TO ESTABLISHED GROUND RULES. 
GROUND RULES WILL BE AGREED TO IN ADVANCE AND SIGNED BY MEDIA 
PRIOR TO EMBEDDING. VIOLATION OF THE GROUND RULES MAY RESULT IN 
THE IMMEDIATE TERMINATION OF THE EMBED AND REMOVAL FROM THE 
AOR. THESE GROUND RULES RECOGNIZE THE RIGHT OF THE MEDIA TO COVER 
MILITARY OPERATIONS AND ARE IN NO WAY INTENDED TO PREVENT 
RELEASE OF DEROGATORY, EMBARRASSING, NEGATIVE OR 
UNCOMPLIMENTARY INFORMATION. ANY MODIFICATION TO THE STANDARD 
GROUND RULES WILL BE FORWARDED THROUGH THE PA CHANNELS TO 
CENTCOM/PA FOR APPROVAL. STANDARD GROUND RULES ARE:  
 
4.A.  ALL INTERVIEWS WITH SERVICE MEMBERS WILL BE ON THE RECORD. 
SECURITY AT THE SOURCE IS THE POLICY. INTERVIEWS WITH PILOTS AND 
AIRCREW MEMBERS ARE AUTHORIZED UPON COMPLETION OF MISSIONS; 
HOWEVER, RELEASE OF INFORMATION MUST CONFORM TO THESE MEDIA 
GROUND RULES .  
 
4.B.  PRINT OR BROADCAST STORIES WILL BE DATELINED ACCORDING TO 
LOCAL GROUND RULES. LOCAL GROUND RULES WILL BE COORDINATED 
THROUGH COMMAND CHANNELS WITH CENTCOM.  
 
4.C.  MEDIA EMBEDDED WITH U.S. FORCES ARE NOT PERMITTED TO CARRY 
PERSONAL FIREARMS .  
 
4.D.  LIGHT DISCIPLINE RESTRICTIONS WILL BE FOLLOWED. VISIBLE LIGHT  
SOURCES, INCLUDING FLASH OR TELEVISION LIGHTS, FLASH CAMERAS WILL 
NOT BE USED WHEN OPERATING WITH FORCES AT NIGHT UNLESS 
SPECIFICALLY APPROVED IN ADVANCE BY THE ON-SCENE COMMANDER.  
 
4. E.  EMBARGOES MAY BE IMPOSED TO PROTECT OPERATIONAL SECURITY. 
EMBARGOES WILL ONLY BE USED FOR OPERATIONAL SECURITY AND WILL 
BE LIFTED AS SOON AS THE OPERATIONAL SECURITY ISSUE HAS PASSED.  
 
4. F.  THE FOLLOWING CATEGORIES OF INFORMATION ARE RELEASABLE .  
 
4.F.L.  APPROXIMATE FRIENDLY FORCE STRENGTH FIGURES.  
 
4.F.2.  APPROXIMATE FRIENDLY CASUALTY FIGURES BY SERVICE.  EMBEDDED  
MEDIA MAY, WITHIN OPSEC LIMITS, CONFIRM UNIT CASUALTIES THEY HAVE 
WITNESSED.  
 
4 .F. 3.  CONFIRMED FIGURES OF ENEMY PERSONNEL DETAINED OR 
CAPTURED. 
  



4.F.4.  SIZE OF FRIENDLY FORCE PARTICIPATING IN AN ACTION OR OPERATION 
CAN BE DISCLOSED USING APPROXIMATE TERMS. SPECIFIC FORCE OR UNIT 
IDENTIFICATION MAY BE RELEASED WHEN IT NO LONGER WARRANTS 
SECURITY PROTECTION.  
 
4. F. 5.  INFORMATION AND LOCATION OF MILITARY TARGETS AND 
OBJECTIVES PREVIOUSLY UNDER ATTACK.  
 
4.F.6.  GENERIC DESCRIPTION OF ORIGIN OF AIR OPERATIONS, SUCH AS 
"LAND-BASED."  
 
4.F.7.  DATE, TIME OR LOCATION OF PREVIOUS CONVENTIONAL MILITARY  
MISSIONS AND ACTIONS, AS WELL AS MISSION RESULTS ARE RELEASABLE 
ONLY IF DESCRIBED IN GENERAL TERMS. 
  
4.F.8. TYPES OF ORDNANCE EXPENDED IN GENERAL TERMS.  
 
4.F. 9. NUMBER OF AERIAL COMBAT OR RECONNAISSANCE MISSIONS OR 
SORTIES FLOWN IN CENTCOM'S AREA OF OPERATION.  
 
4.F.10. TYPE OF FORCES INVOLVED (E.G., AIR DEFENSE, INFANTRY, ARMOR, 
MARINES).  
 
4.F.11.  ALLIED PARTICIPATION BY TYPE OF OPERATION (SHIPS, AIRCRAFT, 
ROUND UNITS, ETC. ) AFTER APPROVAL OF THE ALLIED UNIT COMMANDER.  
 
4.F.12.  OPERATION CODE NAMES.  
 
4.F.13.  NAMES AND HOMETOWNS OF U.S. MILITARY UNITS.  
 
4.F.14.  SERVICE MEMBERS' NAMES AND HOME TOWNS WITH THE 
INDIVIDUALS'  
CONSENT.  
 
4.G.  THE FOLLOWING CATEGORIES OF INFORMATION ARE NOT RELEASABLE 
SINCE THEIR PUBLICATION OR BROADCAST COULD JEOPARDIZE OPERATIONS 
AND ENDANGER LIVES.,  
 
4.G.L.  SPECIFIC NUMBER OF TROOPS IN UNITS BELOW CORPS/MEF LEVEL. 
  
4.G.2.  SPECIFIC NUMBER OF AIRCRAFT IN UNITS AT OR BELOW THE AIR 
EXPEDITIONARY WING LEVEL.  
 
4.G.3.  SPECIFIC NUMBERS REGARDING OTHER EQUIPMENT OR CRITICAL 
SUPPLIES (E.G. ARTILLERY, TANKS, LANDING CRAFT, RADARS, TRUCKS, 
WATER, ETC.) .  
 



4.G.4.  SPECIFIC NUMBERS OF SHIPS IN UNITS BELOW THE CARRIER BATTLE 
GROUP LEVEL.  
 
4.G.5.  NAMES OF MILITARY INSTALLATIONS OR SPECIFIC GEOGRAPHIC  
LOCATIONS OF MILITARY UNITS IN THE CENTCOM AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY,  
UNLESS SPECIFICALLY RELEASED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE OR 
AUTHORIZED BY THE CENTCOM COMMANDER. NEWS AND IMAGERY 
PRODUCTS THAT IDENTIFY OR INCLUDE IDENTIFIABLE FEATURES OF THESE 
LOCATIONS ARE NOT AUTHORIZED FOR RELEASE.  
 
4.G.6.  INFORMATION REGARDING FUTURE OPERATIONS.  
 
4.G.7.  INFORMATION REGARDING FORCE PROTECTION MEASURES AT 
MILITARY INSTALLATIONS OR ENCAMPMENTS (EXCEPT THOSE WHICH ARE 
VISIBLE OR READILY APPARENT).  
 
4.G.8. PHOTOGRAPHY SHOWING LEVEL OF SECURITY AT MILITARY 
INSTALLATIONS) OR ENCAMPMENTS. 
  
4.G.9.  RULES OF ENGAGEMENT.  
 
4.G.L0.  INFORMATION ON INTELLIGENCE COLLECTION ACTIVITIES 
COMPROMISING TACTICS, OR PROCEDURES.  
 
4.G.11.  EXTRA PRECAUTIONS IN REPORTING WILL BE REQUIRED AT THE 
COMMENCEMENT OF HOSTILITIES TO MAXIMIZE OPERATIONAL SURPRISE. 
LIVE BROADCASTS FROM AIRFIELDS, ON THE GROUND OR AFLOAT, BY 
EMBEDDED MEDIA ARE PROHIBITED UNTIL THE SAFE RETURN OF THE INITIAL 
STRIKE PACKAGE OR UNTIL AUTHORIZED BY THE UNIT COMMANDER.  
 
4.G.12.  DURING AN OPERATION, SPECIFIC INFORMATION ON FRIENDLY FORCE 
TROOP MOVEMENTS, TACTICAL DEPLOYMENTS, AND DISPOSITIONS THAT 
WOULD JEOPARDIZE OPERATIONAL SECURITY OR LIVES. INFORMATION ON 
ON-GOING ENGAGEMENTS WILL NOT BE RELEASED UNLESS AUTHORIZED 
FOR RELEASE BY ON- SCENE COMMANDER.  
 
4.G.13.  INFORMATION ON SPECIAL OPERATIONS UNITS, UNIQUE OPERATIONS 
METHODOLOGY OR TACTICS, FOR EXAMPLE, AIR OPERATIONS, ANGLES OF 
ATTACK, AND SPEEDS; NAVAL TACTICAL OR EVASIVE MANEUVERS, ETC. 
GENERAL TERMS SUCH AS "LOW" OR "FAST" MAY BE USED.  
 
4.G.14.  INFORMATION ON EFFECTIVENESS OF ENEMY ELECTRONIC WARFARE. 
 
4.G.15.  INFORMATION IDENTIFYING POSTPONED OR CANCELED OPERATIONS.  
4.G.16. INFORMATION ON MISSING OR DOWNED AIRCRAFT OR MISSING 
VESSELS WHILE SEARCH AND RESCUE AND RECOVERY OPERATIONS ARE 
BEING PLANNED OR UNDERWAY.  
 



4 .G.17  INFORMATION ON EFFECTIVENESS OF ENEMY CAMOUFLAGE, COVER,  
DECEPTION, TARGETING, DIRECT AND INDIRECT FIRE, INTELLIGENCE 
COLLECTION, OR SECURITY MEASURES.  
 
4.G.18.  NO PHOTOGRAPHS OR OTHER VISUAL MEDIA SHOWING AN ENEMY 
PRISONER OF WAR OR DETAINEE'S RECOGNIZABLE FACE, NAMETAG OR 
OTHER IDENTIFYING FEATURE OR ITEM MAY BE TAKEN.  
 
4.G.19.  STILL OR VIDEO IMAGERY OF CUSTODY OPERATIONS OR INTERVIEWS 
WITH PERSONS UNDER CUSTODY.  
 
4.H.  THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURES AND POLICIES APPLY TO COVERAGE OF 
WOUNDED, INJURED, AND ILL PERSONNEL:  
 
4.H.1.  MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES WILL BE REMINDED OF THE SENSITIVITY OF 
USING NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL CASUALTIES OR PHOTOGRAPHS THEY MAY 
HAVE TAKEN WHICH CLEARLY IDENTIFY CASUALTIES UNTIL AFTER 
NOTIFICATION OF THE NOK AND RELEASE BY OASD ( PA).  
 
4.H.2.  BATTLEFIELD CASUALTIES MAY BE COVERED BY EMBEDDED MEDIA 
AS LONG AS THE SERVICE MEMBER'S IDENTITY IS PROTECTED FROM 
DISCLOSURE FOR 72 HOURS OR UPON VERIFICATION OF NOK NOTIFICATION, 
WHICHEVER IS FIRST.  
 
4.H.3.  MEDIA VISITS TO MEDICAL FACILITIES WILL BE IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
APPLICABLE REGULATIONS, STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES, 
OPERATIONS ORDERS AND INSTRUCTIONS BY ATTENDING PHYSICIANS. IF 
APPROVED, SERVICE OR MEDICAL FACILITY PERSONNEL MUST ESCORT 
MEDIA AT ALL TIMES.  
 
4.H.4.  PATIENT WELFARE, PATIENT PRIVACY, AND NEXT OF KIN/FAMILY 
CONSIDERATIONS ARE THE GOVERNING CONCERNS ABOUT NEWS MEDIA 
COVERAGE OF WOUNDED, INJURED, AND ILL PERSONNEL IN MEDICAL 
TREATMENT FACILITIES OR OTHER CASUALTY COLLECTION AND 
TREATMENT LOCATIONS. 
 
4.H.5.  MEDIA VISITS ARE AUTHORIZED TO MEDICAL CARE FACILITIES, BUT 
MUST BE APPROVED BY THE MEDICAL FACILITY COMMANDER AND 
ATTENDING PHYSICIAN AND MUST NOT INTERFERE WITH MEDICAL 
TREATMENT. REQUESTS TO VISIT MEDICAL CARE FACILITIES OUTSIDE THE 
CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES WILL BE COORDINATED BY THE UNIFIED 
COMMAND PA. 
 
4.H.6.   REPORTERS MAY VISIT THOSE AREAS DESIGNATED BY THE FACILITY 
COMMANDER, BUT WILL NOT BE ALLOWED IN OPERATING ROOMS DURING 
OPERATING PROCEDURES.  
 



4.H.7.   PERMISSION TO INTERVIEW OR PHOTOGRAPH A PATIENT WILL BE 
GRANTED ONLY WITH THE CONSENT OF THE ATTENDING PHYSICIAN OR 
FACILITY COMMANDER AND WITH THE PATIENT’S INFORMED CONSENT, 
WITNESSED BY THE ESCORT. 
 
4.H.8.  “INFORMED CONSENT” MEANS THE PATIENT UNDERSTANDS HIS OR 
HER PICTURE AND COMMENTS ARE BEING COLLECTED FOR NEWS MEDIA 
PURPOSES AND THEY MAY APPEAR NATIONWIDE IN NEWS MEDIA REPORTS. 
 
4.H.9.  THE ATTENDING PHYSICIAN OR ESCORT SHOULD ADVISE THE SERVICE 
MEMBER IF NOK HAVE BEEN NOTIFIED. 
 
 


